
Desirable Trees 
 

Redbud, Cercis canadensis (PS/Sh) 
White Oak, Quercus alba (S/PS) 
Red Maple, Acer rubrum (S/PS) 
Sugar Maple, Acer saccharum (S/PS/Sh) 
Paw Paw Tree, Asimina triloba (S) 
River Birch, Betula nigra (S/PS) 
White Fringtree, Chionanthus virginicus (S/PS/Sh) 
Flowering Dogwood, Cornus florida (PS) 
American Holly, Ilex opaca (S/PS/Sh) 
Eastern Red Cedar, Juniperus virginiana (S) 
Sweet Bay Magnolia, Magnolia virginiana (S/PS/Sh) 
Black Gum, Nyssa sylvatica (S/PS) 
Sourwood, Oxydendrum arboreum (S/PS) 
Ironwood or American Hornbeam, Carpinus caroliniana 
(PS/Sh) 
Mockernut Hickory, Carya alba (PS/Sh) 
Scarlet Oak, Quercus coccinea (S) 
Common Persimmon, Diospyros virginiana (S/PS) 
Northern Red Oak, Quercus rubra (S/PS) 
Black Haw Viburnum, Viburnum prunifolium (S/PS/Sh) 
American Beech, Fagus grandifolia (S/PS) 

 
 

 
 

Undesirable Trees/Trees to AVOID 
 

Bradford Pear, Pyrus calleryana 
Norway Maple, Acer platanoides 
Princess Tree, Paulownia tomentosa 
Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus altissima 
Mimosa Tree, Albizia julibrissin 
Paper Mulberry, Broussaonetia papyrifera 
Sawtooth Oak, Quercus acletissima 
White Mulberry, Morus alba 
Black Alder, Alnus glutinosa 
White Poplar, Populus alba 
Bird Cherry, Prunus avium 
Siberian Elm, Ulmus pumila 
Sycamore Maple, Acer pseudoplatanus 
Eastern Hemlock, Tsuga canadensis 
Ash, Fraxinus 
White Pine, Pinus strobus 
Willow, Salix 
Himalayan or Eurpean White Birch, Betula  pendula/
jacquemontii 
Japanese Maple, Acer palmatum/shirasawanum 
Crabapple, Malus 
Cherry, Prunus 
Hawthorn, Crataegus 
 
 

 
 
 

A Native plant is one that develops, occurs naturally, 
or has existed for many years in an area.  Native plants 
have adapted well to their environment and work with 

the surrounding organisms to sustain a healthy 
community. Native plants provide habitat to and are a 

source of food for animals, save energy and reduce 
pollution, require minimal harmful fertilizers or 

irrigation, and improve water quality.  Please carefully 
select plants from the “Desired” lists on this card and 
avoid those listed in “Undesired/Avoid” categories. 
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Undersirable Shrubs 
 
Heavenly Bamboo, Nandina domestica 
Privet, Ligustrum 
Autumn Olive, Elaegnus umbellata 
Any Bush Honeysuckle, Lonicera tatarica/maackii/
fragrantissima/etc. 
Barberry, Berberis thunbergii 
Multiflora Rose, Rosa multiflora 
Burning Bush, Euonymus alata 
Butterfly Bush, Buddleia davidii 
Japanese Spirea, Spiraea japonica 
Linden Viburnum, Viburnum dilatatum 
Jetbead, Rhodotypos scandens 
Buckthorn, Rhamnus 
Any Blackberry or Raspberry (except for the native 
mentioned above), Rubus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit:  
www.howardcountymd.gov/OES 

for more info. 

Undesirable Vines 
 

English Ivy, Hedera helix 
Japanese Honeysuckle, Lonicera japonica 
Common Periwinkle, Vinca minor 
Five Leaf Akebia, Akebia quinata 
Porcelainberry, Ampelopsis brevipedunculata 
Oriental Bittersweet, Cetastrus orbiculatus 
Chinese of Japanese Wisteria, Wisteria sinensis or 
floribunda 
Sweet Autumn Clematis, Clematis 
Creeping Euonymus, Euonymus fortunei 

Desirable Vines 
 

American Wisteria, Wisteria frutescens (S/PS) 
Coral Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens (S/PS) 
Virgin’s Bower, Clematis virginiana (S/PS/Sh) 
Maypops, Passiflora incarnata (S) 
Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia (S/PS/
Sh) 

Desirable Shrubs 
 

New Jersey Tea, Ceonothus americanus (S/PS) 
Summersweet, Clethra alnifolia (PS/Sh) 
Witch Hazel, Hamamelis virginiana (PS/Sh) 
Smooth Hydrangea, Hydrangea arborescens (PS/Sh) 
Inkberry, Ilex glabra (S/PS/Sh) 
Winterberry, Ilex verticillata (S/PS/Sh) 
Spicebush, Lindera benzoin  (PS/Sh) 
Red Chokeberry, Aronia (or Photinia) arbutifolia (S/PS) 
Pinxterbloom Azalea, Rhododendron periclymenoides 
(S/PS/Sh) 
Fragrant Sumac, Rhus aromatica (S/PS) 
American Elder, Sambucus nigra ssp.  
Canadensis (S/PS/Sh) 
Highbush Blueberry, Vaccinum corymbosum (S/PS/Sh) 
Southern Arrowwood, Viburnum dentatum (S/PS/Sh) 
Maple-leaf Viburnum, Viburnum acerifolium (S/PS/Sh) 
Early Lowbush Blureberry, Vaccinum pallidum (S/PS) 
American Hazelnut, Corylus americana (PS) 
Concord Seedless Grape, Vitis labresca (S) 
Jostaberry, Ribes nidigrolaria (S) 
Purple Flowering Raspberry, Rubus odoratus (PS/Sh) 
Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginica (S/PS/Sh) 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

  Please select “Desired Plants” from the lists according 
to the location where they will be planted.  The  

correct sun and moisture conditions are important for 
survival. 

 S = Sun 
PS = Part Sun 

Sh = Shade 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/OES

